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(54) Work station having multiprocessing capability. 



(g) A work station having multiprocessing capability comprises a main processing means (10), a plurality 
of slave processors (12a to 12n) for sharing jobs of a processing task to be carried out in essentially 
parallel manner, register means including first (24) and second (22) registers each having a plurality of 
bit positions respectively corresponding to said plurality of slave processors (12a to 12n), wherein each 
slave processor participating in said processing task sets to a first logic state the corresponding bit 
position of the first register (24) upon completion of its job, and wherein said main processor means (10) 
sets to a first logic state each bit position of said second register (22) corresponding to a slave 
processor which is to participate in said processing task, and coincidence detecting means for 
generating a completion signal upon coincidence of the states of all bit positions of said first and 
second registers. Said completion signal is fed to said slave processors for resetting thereof and to said 
main processors means for indicating thereto that all jobs have been completed. 
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This invention relates to a work station or similar 
data processing system having multiprocessing 
capability, and relates in particular to the synchroni- 
zation of multiprocessing in a work station. 

For increasing processing speed, work stations 
may use several processors operating essentially in 
parallel on a task. Since, in general, the various pro- 
cessors will need different periods of time to finish 
their job, it is necessary to monitor completion of the 
jobs by all processors. Up to now this has been done 
by software monitoring. However, this requires a large 
number of monitoring cycles of the central processing 
unit (CPU), considerably reducing the overall proces- 
sing time of the system. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide 
a work station using multiprocessing and having a 
simplified synchronization of the multiple processors. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
work station using multiprocessing and accomplish- 
ing synchronization with a considerably reduced pro- 
cessing time. 

According to the invention there is provided a 
work station having a plurality of parallel processors 
for sharing jobs of a processing task to be carried out 
in essentially parallel manner, characterized by regi- 
ster means connected to said processors and having 
a plurality of bit positions respectively associated with 
said processors, each of said processors participating 
in said processing task being arranged to set the 
associated bit position of said register means to a pre- 
determined logic state upon completion of its job, and 
detection means arranged to generate a completion 
signal upon the bit positions of said register means 
achieving a predetermined logic configuration. 

Preferably, a work station according to the inven- 
tion having a main processor and a plurality of parallel 
slave processors includes multiprocessor synchroni- 
zing means comprising a masking register having bit 
positions respectively assigned to the slave proces- 
sors, each bit position being arranged to be set by the 
main processor to a first logic state or a second logic 
state according to whether or not the corresponding 
slave processor is to participate in a processing task. 
A slave processor status register is configured in a 
similar manner to the mask register, the bit positions 
of the slave processor status register being connec- 
ted to the respective slave processors, and each of 
these bit positions being arranged to be set to a first 
logic state upon job completion by the corresponding 
slave processor. Gate means generate a task com- 
pletion signal to be fed both to the main processor and 
the slave processors upon determining coincidence 
between the contents of the mask register and the 
slave processor status register. 

One embod iment of the prese nt i nvention will now 
be described by way of example with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which:- 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a synchroni- 



zing circuit and its connections to main and slave 
processors; and 

Fig. 2 is a schematic flow diagram illustrating the 
assignment of various jobs of a task to different 

5 slave processors. 

Referring to Fig. 1, the work station which incor- 
porates the synchronizing circuit of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention comprises a main pro- 
cessor 10 which may be an Intel 80386 or 80486 

10 microprocessor communicating through a bus 14 with 
a plurality of slave processors 12a...12n which may 
also be implemented by microprocessors such as 
Intel 80386 or 80486. Bus 14 may be a known micro- 
channel including address/data lines 18 and various 

15 command lines 16. 

For multiprocessing operations, the main pro- 
cessor 1 0 assigns various jobs of a task to one or 
more of the slave processors 12a...12n. The activated 
slave processors will need different time periods to 

20 complete their jobs. Therefore, it is necessary that the 
main processor 10 monitors the time when all slave 
processors have completed their jobs. Previously, 
this was done by software monitoring which means 
that the main processor 10 has to interrupt its proces- 

25 sing a large number of times for the purpose of per- 
forming interrogation cycles for ascertaining whether 
all slave processors have completed their jobs. 

According to the invention, a novel hardware feat- 
ure is used in order to relieve the main processor 10 

30 from such monitoring. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1 , there is provided a register 
block 21 including a mask register 22 and a synchroni- 
zation register 24 each of which has a plurality of bit 
positions (flip-flops) respectively associated with or 

35 corresponding to the slave processors 12a...12n. For 
example, bit position 1 of the register 22 and bit posi- 
tion 1 of the register 24 each correspond to the slave 
processor 12a, bit position 2 of the register 22 and bit 
position 2 of the register 24 each correspond to the 

40 slave processor 12b... and bit position n of the register 
22 and bit position n of the register 24 each corre- 
spond to the slave processor 12n. 

Furthermore, there are provided a plurality of 
coincidence gates, e.g. EXCLUSIVE-NOR gates, 

45 30a...30n which respectively correspond to the slave 
processors 12a... 12n. Corresponding bit positions of 
the registers 22 and 24, such as bit position 1 of the 
two registers 22 and 24, are connected to the inputs 
of a corresponding one of the EXCLUSIVE-NOR 

so gates 30a to 30n. 

All outputs of the EXCLUSIVE-NOR gates 30a to 
30n are connected to the inputs of an AND gate 32 
having its output connected to a SYNC-POINT line 34 
connected to inputs of all the slave processors 

55 12a...12n and to an input of the main processor 10. 

Referring now also to Fig. 2, if the main processor 
10 has to perform a processing task it decides which 
of the slave processors 12a to 12n has to perform a 



3 



3 



EP0 473 452 A2 



4 



portion of this task, such portion usually being called 
a job. For those slave processors which are not par- 
ticipating in the task, i.e. which do not have a job, the 
corresponding bit positions in the mask register 22 are 
set to a predetermined binary state, e.g. logic "1", all s 
bit positions of the register 22 having previously been 
reset to logic "0" through an input R in a preceding 
reset cycle. For the purpose of setting the bit positions 
of the register 22 to selected states, the main pro- 
cessor 10 may send over a MASK line 26 a corre- 10 
sponding series of "0" and "1" bits to the MASK 
register 22. Alternatively, parallel setting of the bit 
positions of the MASK register 22 may be used. 

With all the bit positions of the register 24 having 
been reset to "0" through an input R in a preceding 15 
reset cycle, each slave processor participating in the 
current task sets its associated bit position in the regi- 
ster 24 to "1" upon completion of its job. As soon as 
the two corresponding bits in register 22 and register 
24 are equal, i.e. both "0" or both "1", the output of the 20 
corresponding one of the EXCLUSfVE-NOR gates 
30a to 30n is logic "1", supplying a "1° to the AND gate 
32. 

As soon as there is coincidence in respect of all 
corresponding bits of the registers 22 and 24 all inputs 25 
to the AND gate 32 are "1 ". Upon all inputs to the AND 
gate 32 being "1", a SYNC-POINT signal appears at 
the output of the AND gate 32. The SYNC-POINT sig- 
nal is applied to alt the slave processors 12a to 12n 
and to the main processor 10, resetting all the slave 30 
processors which participated in the task to a non par- 
ticipating condition and indicating to the main pro- 
cessor 10 that all jobs have been completed. 

Referring to Fig. 2 there is illustrated in the upper 
part thereof the situation where only slave processor 35 
1 and slave processor 2 of a total of four slave proces- 
sors are involved in a processing task, the other two 
slave processors being masked. In the situation illus- 
trated in the lower part of Fig. 2, all four slave proces- 
sors are involved in a processing task. 40 

Although in the preferred embodiment according 
to Fig. 1 two registers 22 and 24 and EXCLUSIVE- 
NOR gates 30a to 30n are used, other implemen- 
tations of the invention are possible. For example, 
there could be used only one flip-flop register with the 45 
bit positions corresponding to the non-participating 
slave processors being set to logic "1 n , and with all 
other bit positions being reset to logic "0" prior to the 
commencement of a processor task. As each partici- 
pating slave processor completes its job it sets the so 
corresponding bit position to logic "1" such that upon 
completion of all jobs all register bit position outputs 
are at the same logic level "1" so as to cause the 
SYNC-point signal to be generated on line 34. 

It will be appreciated that in operation of a work 55 
station in accordance with the invention, after the 
main processor has activated selected slave proces- 
sors for carrying out particular jobs, the main pro- 



cessor 1 0 is free for other operations until the comple- 
tion of all jobs is indicated to the main processor 10. 



Claims 

1. A work station having a plurality of parallel pro- 
cessors (12a-12n) for sharing jobs of a proces- 
sing task to be carried out in essentially parallel 
manner, characterized by register means (21) 
connected to said processors (12a-12n) and hav- 
ing a plurality of bit positions respectively 
associated with said processors, each of said 
processors participating in said processing task 
being arranged to set the associated bit position 
of said register means (21) to a predetermined 
logic state upon completion of its job, and detec- 
tion means (30a-30n, 32) arranged to generate a 
completion signal upon the bit positions of said 
register means achieving a predetermined logic 
configuration. 

2. A work station according to claim 1 , characterized 
in that said detection means (30a-30n, 32) is 
arranged to generate said completion signal upon 
each bit position of said register means (21) 
associated with a processor participating in said 
processing task being set to said predetermined 
logic state. 

3. A work station according to either claim 1 or claim 
2, characterized by main processing means (10) 
and in that said parallel processors serve as slave 
processors (12a-12n), said completion signal 
being arranged to be fed to said slave processors 
for resetting those slave processors which partici- 
pated in said processing task to a non participat- 
ing condition, and also being arranged to be fed 
to said main processing means (10) for indicating 
thereto that all jobs have been completed. 

4. A work station according to claim 3, characterized 
in that said register means (21) includes a first 
register (24) having a plurality of bit positions re- 
spectively associated with said plurality of slave 
processors (12a-12n), and a second register (22) 
having a plurality of bit positions respectively cor- 
responding to said plurality of slave processors, 
each slave processor participating in said proces- 
sing task being arranged to set the associated bit 
position of said first register (24) to a predeter- 
mined logic state upon completion of its job, and 
said main processing means (10) being arranged 
to set to a predetermined logic state each bit posi- 
tion of said second register (22) corresponding to 
a slave processor which is to participate in said 
processing task, said detection means (30a-30n, 
32) being arranged to generate said completion 
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signal upon coincidence of the logic states of all 
bit positions of said first and second registers. 

5. A work station according to claim 4, including a 
plurality of gates (30a-30n) respectively corre- 5 
sponding to said plurality of slave processors 
(12a-12n), each gate being associated with the 
corresponding bit positions of said first and sec- 
ond registers (24,22) and being arranged to pro- 
vide an output signal of predetermined logic state 10 
in response to both corresponding bit positions 
being in the same logic state, and a further gate 

(32) to which are applied the output signals of said 
plurality of gates (30a-30n), said further gate 
being arranged to provide said completion signal is 
when all the output signals of said plurality of 
gates have said predetermined logic state. 

6. A work station according to claim 5, wherein each 

of said plurality of gates (30a-30n) is an EXO 20 
LUSI VE-NOR gate and said further gate (32) is an 
AND gate. 
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